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Statement at January 17, 2008 MTA Public Hearing

Thelnstitute for Rational Urban Mobility, Inc. (IRUM)isa NY C-based not-for-profit

cor poration concerned with reducing traffic congestion and improving the livability of
denseurban areas. IRUM callson MTA torescind the fare hikes approved by the MTA
Board last December, and now proposed to be modified — the subject of today’s hearing.
Higher fareswill shift ridersaway from public transit and will result in more car traffic—
causingincreasesin pollution and congestion. MTA should bereducing, not raising fares,
and should instead raise tolls on its bridges and tunnelsto higher levelsto producethe
needed revenues. In contrast to thetoll increases approved last December, the fare hike

proposal was not accompanied with a detailed study of the environmental consequences of
that action. Thisisunfortunate and is not in keeping with Governor Spitzer’s commitment

to a more open and transparent MTA process.

At last month’s hearing | wasjoined by renowned labor mediator Theodore Khesel in
calling for MTA to not approve the proposed fare hikes, but instead to consider other
transport pricing alternatives. Toitscredit, MTA staff did provide data needed for IRUM
tocarry out its“Balancing Free Transit and Congestion Pricing” study. An early summary
of theresults of this study wasdistributed to each MTA Board Member and to each
member of the NYC Congestion Mitigation Commission last month. The completed report
will bereleased next Thursday, and copieswill bewidely available. Nurture New York’s
Nature a foundation headed by Ted Khedl, provided the resour ces and inspiration for this
study.

In closing, IRUM callson MTA to reject, not approvethe proposal to reducethe $10
minimum payment to seven dollarsto secure a 15% fare bonus, but rather toretain the
current 20% bonus offered when aten dollar minimum is purchased. Under the MTA
proposal, riderswill beleft with a nickel on their MetroCards, after paying $7 and taking
four ridesunder the new plan. While MTA budget official may pat themselves on the back
for nickel-and-diming transit ridersto death, each timeridersare confronted with the
unused nickel they will be reminded that Governor Spitzer hasyet to offer a coherent
highway and publictransport pricing policy for the MTA region.



